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weather, and in this property of types we find the explana-
tion of many phenomena of weather and of many popular
prognostics.

For instance, in Great Britain, an interval of cold
weather in winter may be produced by the persistent
influence of either the northerly or easterly type; or, if
only for two or three days, from the wedge-shaped area
of high pressure between two cyclones. So also a drought
may be induced either by a persistent anticyclone, or
else by cyclone-centres far north, when the intensity is
slight, while long-continued rain may accompany almost
any persistent type if the gradients be steep.

Then, as to weather-prognostics. It is a well-known
saying, that "When grouse come down into the farm-
yards it is a sign of snow." The birds are driven down
in search of food by the excess of snow already existing
on the moors, and so far the prognostic would refer to tite
past rather than to the future; but, by the principle of
persistence, the type which has already given so much,
snow may be expected to continue for some time, and
therefore more snow may be expected.

In Germany there is a proverb, " Fresh snow, fresh
cold," which holds good for the same reason.

Similarly, the prognostics, " When a rivet rises with-
out any rain having fallen, bad weather may be expected,*5
or " Irregular tides are signs of rain," have a significance
for the future, though both are caused by past bad weather
at a.distance; for the persistent type will almost cer-
tainly, sooner or later, bring more bad weather over the
place of observation.

On the same principle, the prognostic, " Breakers in